THE ADVENT OF THE MUSLIMS IN INDIA        3!
that combined with the Persians they (the Arabs) exercised on
those coasts up to the fourteenth century the same ascendancy
which the Portuguese did afterwards/
The rise of Islam in the beginning of the seventh century
and the unification of the Arab tribes under a centralised state
gave a tremendous impetus to the movement of expansion which
was going on since pre-Islamic11 days. Muslim aimies rapidly
conquered Syria and Persia and began to hover on the outskirts
of India. Muslim merchants immediately entered into the inherit-
ance of Persian maritime trade, and Arab fleets began to scour
the Indian seas.
The Arab vessels started either from the coast of the Red Sea.
or from the southern coast, and their objective was tp disembark
either at the mouth of the Indus and in the Gulf of Cambay
by sailing along the coast, or on the Malabar coast, in which
case they profited by the monsoon to proceed to Koulam and
other ports directly. The ships starting from the Persian Gulf
followed the same course, and by the help of the monsoon
reached Koulam, the Malay Peninsula, the eastern archipelago
and China.
The first Muslim fleet appeared in Indian waters in 636 A.D.
during the Caliphate of 'Umar, when *Usman Sakifi the Governor
of Bahrain and Uman, sent an army across the sea to Tana.12
He was rebuked by the Caliph who threatened to mete out
dire punishment to his kinsman if the experiment was repeated.
About the same time expeditions were sent to Broach and Dabul,
bttt 'Umax's opposition temporarily suspended the activities of
the fleet and the policy of armed interference remained in
abeyance. [During the Caliphate of *Umar the land approaches
to India were explored and a great deal of information was
collected, which led ultimately to the conquest of Sindh in the
eighth century by Muhammad bin Qasim^ Meanwhile commerce
by sea continued, and Muslims made their settlements in three
11 Reinaud : Op. cit.
12Elliot: Hwtory of  India, Vol. L pp.   115-16.